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the term evaluation is all-inclusive
and is the widest basis for
collecting information in
education.
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ASSESSMENTASSESSMENT

Refers to a variety of ways of
collecting information on a
learner’s language ability or
achievement, although testing and
assessment are often
used interchangeably, assessment
is an umbrella term for all types of
measures used to evaluate student
progress.
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TestTest

is a subcategory of
assessment. A test is a
formal , systematic
procedure used to gather
information about
students’ behaviour. 
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TEST PURPOSE TEST PURPOSE 

Placement tests: to place or classify students
on suitable course. 
Selection test: to select as fairly as possible the
best candidates for a limited number of places
or jobs or for higher education studies.
Diagnostic test: identify students’ strengths
and weaknesses for remediation.



TEST PURPOSE TEST PURPOSE 

Progress:  tests or in-course tasks: provide
information about mastery or difficulty with
course material.
Achievement  tests: provide information about
students’ attainment of course outcomes at end
of course or within the program.
Standardized  tests: provide measure of student’
proficiency using international
benchmarks  
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